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5 | Tux riding of the marches, or the fair, 


1 A run of Years as large did interveen 
As twentyvſix times that the circling ſun 
His annual courſe did thro' the Zodiac run. 


D 


But by this time, I came to underſtand 
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oO THE HONOURABLE 
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The MAGISTRATES of MusskIz uren 
and FrsnERROW, and the ſeveral INCOR- 


PORATIONS of that antient Burgh, 


It is a ſight moſt curious and rare. 
It's not like other fairs that's kept here, _ 
At a ſet time is holden every year. f 


The laſt two ridings of it here was ſeen, 


Yet it has oft been ridden here before, 
And is a cuſtom from the days of yore, 

In future times may ridden be again, 

Our properties and rights for to maintain, 


Some would again have me to undertake 
Another poem on the march to make. 


*T'was undertaken by another hand. 


In caſe he had wrote in a higher ſtrain, 

And ſhould of me by far the laurels gain. 
Left in his lines he did ſo brightly ſhine, 
As calt a dark ſhade on the like of mine; 


Thinks I PII wait, or forth I ſee him come. 
If after him, if 1 have any room, 


My neighbour's name 1 don't deſign to blot; 8 : 
Yet {till I think, for all that he has wrote, 
Something to add yet room enough I've got. 
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When that the Magiſtrates, and Council here,. 
The marches riding ſettled the laſt years. Go EE 
And when while before the time did come, © 
This thro? the town proclaim d by tuck of drum. 
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The cryer then to ride, he told none might, © 
Except then burghers there pretend a right, > , 

Some youths were then with ſuch ambition fir d. 
Fo ride the marches they.ſo much deſir c. 


Some of them freely parted with their coin, 
For right this grand procefion for to join. 
And when it came unto the riding day, 
The morning it was fair, tho' ſomewhat gray. 


Some gentlemen I ſaw in form compleat, 

In grand array, come marching up the ſtreet; 

And one of thoſe had at that time a ſtand | 
Of fine bright colours. holding in his hand: | | 


And fliil they marched up a while before. | 
They ſtopped at our jolly Bailie's door. 4 = 
Then in a little he was fully dréfs'd, EN ; 
Mounted kis horſe with them, rode off in haſte, 


: To. Moſſelburgh they then did ſtreight repair 
To Bailie WILsox's, for to meet him there. 
He and the company with him was claſs'd, 


| = Another ſtand of colours they poſſeſs d. 


As ſoon as they then did their neighbours view, 

Mov'd from their place, and towards them they drew; 
And when in honour they thus met together, 

They then moſt kindly did ſalute each other. 


With Bailie Young were two of his young ſons, 
To ride the marches had made hearty boons. 
Got little ſwords, and each thing requiſite, 

- Suiting for them, that for the march were meet, 


: | } 
They with this honour'd company were claſs'd ; 
Then to the park they marched with the reſt. 


©. Some other boys belonging to the place 
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©  Vpon the march did ſhow their youthful face; 
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9 
And on this day, their young courageous hearts: 
- Upon the march did act full manful parts. | 
Each corporation, ere they rode this fair, 


Did to their ſtandard-bearer firſt repair. 


When they with him, and him with them had metz; 


Off from his door with flying colours ſet; 
For to purſue the honours of the day, 
Uto their meeting place they faſt made way. 


I of that park, into which up they drew, 

Ere they ſet out, did of them get a view F: 
And in that place, where viewing them I ſtood, . 
With them ſpectators were a numerous crowd. 


When introduc'd in ſuch a form as this, 

I now do judge it would not be amiſs 

To drop the form of ten feet verſe, 

For ſix and eight, the march for to rehearſe. 


Tho' I ſhould reuſe my fancy, rack my brains, 
I'd, after all my labour, loſe my pains, 
To think that I could any words invent 
That could the march more proper repreſent, 


Now, when ſaid this, let me now then for ſtraights 
Return again unto the fix and eight. ; 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


As I have raid before in the verſes that T have 
been deſired, by ſeveral perſons, to make, another 
Poem on the fair and riding of the marches might 
be made, fo, beginning to think whether or not I 
could caſt it into any new, or different form of 
words, I found nothing occur to me more proper, 
or pat to the purpoſe, then what I had uſed before: 
and as it is Jong ſince the laſt riding, there are now 
few of the old poems in the place, and I may never 
| fee another riding of the fair, I thought it as good 
to keep by the old, as bring in a worſe one in its 


place. After all, there are ſeveral additions and 
alterations in it, to make it ſuit this laſt time, 
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J Which hath coſt me no little pains. 
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9 
MUSSELBURGH FAIR, 


N VEMBER here on the twelſth day, 

The Burghers that reſide 

In MUssELBURGH and FISHER-ROW, 
Their marches then did ride. 


Each man equipt with all that ſuits 
A gentleman moſt grand, 
With ſaddle, bridle, and with boots, 
A ſword into his hand. | 


Thoſe were in office of them then, 
Feine ſaſhes they did wear, — 
Like military gentlemen, 

For grandeur did appear. 


Into a park firſt up they drew, 5 
All in the Baillies ſight, 5 

Who then did all the Trades review, 
And ordered them aright. 


Their Honours then, the orders gere, 
To all upon that day, 5 
With peace and honour to Pebere 1 


To others on et- day. 


1 

1 | Thiey union | much did recommend, 

dad wiſh'd it might take place, 

Anon themſelves for to contend, 
Would much the march diſgrace: 


* Thi fage advice had ſuch effect, 
On all the Trades were there, 

11 all their old debates did check, 
When they did ride this fair. 


i 4 | Rach took the place to them aſſign'd, 
on. With greateſt chearfulneſs, 
| 
| 


; 3 Without: a grudge into their mind,, 
TE = That any did expreſs. 

Nox all in order ev'ry Trade, 

© Themſelves in ranks they drew, 

They got all things then ready made, 

WE Their march for to purſue. 

With each a Captain on their head, 

Lieutenant in their rear, 

An Adjutant each of them had, 

BH Their ranks to dreſs and elear. 

. Eich kid's fe of muſic fine, 

4 Delightful for to hear, 


? ** each a briſk genteel Enſign, 
Their ſtandard for to bear. 


A good proceſſion for to make, 

_ When marching on the way, 
In triple ranks the road they take, 
In regular arrays 


1 11 juſtly was the Baillies due, 
1 Jo march upon their head, 
And like themſelves attended too, 
When they the van did lead. 


The Officers for this intent, 

] * They cauſed ride before, © FO IM 
: . theſe might ſerve to orna me .* 
Y . Wome march the more. 
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A Jolly Smith and Ferrier, 
Did ſword and breaſt-plate . 

And as the Baillies barbinger, 
Before them did appear. . 


White gloves he wore were fringed fine, | 
With ſilk like to a crow, | 

Black boots with antient ſpurs did ſhine, 
No little pomp did ſhow. 


He had a wig upon his head; 
Of a peculiar make, 
Made many a one that day indeed; 
Oft him great notice take. 


He on the march was in this place, 
Twenty-ſix years before, _ 
That day he ſhow'd his rever'd face, 

Even when above four-ſcore. 


Much of this old man might be ſaid, 
If I had for it room, 

But now aſide it muſt be laid; 
On with the march to come. 


Themſelves then, and their Counſellors, 
March'd forward with a grace, 

A band of fine muſicianers, 
Did play before their face. 


And az they with their melody, 
The ear did charm moit fine, 

They did delightful to the eye, 
In red and blue did ſhine. 


White rods their Honours they did wear, 
Signs of their dignity, 

Their title juſt torule N. 
By theſe did teſtify. * 


The preſent "Treaſurer 5 the late,. 
Did each a ſtandard bear, 

While Burghers not incorporate, 
Came marching in their rear. 
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1 1 . colours in good order now, 
1 Made of the ſilk moſt ſine, ve 

= And was compos d of white and blue, By . -.» M 
3 With ardiant luſtre ſhine. * 3 


1 3 ” Three Anchors and three Muſſels, « on 


\ Jo 


5 


H beir colours did appear, | 8 
As Arms that the Honeſt Town, A 
Y 1 5 of MusszLBZURCE doth bear. 
5 1 The Motto on their colours it A 
. Was ſhort, but good and rare, | 
For thereon H ONE S T was wirit, V 
; In letters full and fair. 
A thing that vaſtly well becomes 8 
3 23 Each of the ruling train, : | 
Wboe'er the character aſſumes, | V 
Of ruling over men. bt 5 | 
Ivo very youthful Gentlemen,“ 5 TP 
- Did then in honour. ride, | | 
| As Guardians to their colours then,. | i 
Each ſtation'd on a ſide, 
In fine, they and the Council all, 8 
Appeat'd in ſuch array, 
4 er then an air that was not ſmall, 15 T 
4 F | if Of grandeur did diſplay. 
| Their Honours march'd on, and now T 


Each Trade in their own place, 
Appears in order to our view, | A 
| " All marching up apace. T5 


| | See now the Wri ghts firſt forward ſtep, 
49 Behind the Council's rear, 
Their were two men with hairy Caps, 
Did on their front «ppear. 


E Exch i in his hand upon that day, 
1 | He then an Ax did hold, . 2:4 
pond with it marking on the way, | | 
Both look'd grave and bold. 


. * The two ſons of BAILII Tous. 
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They then, with other Hande, 
Went firſt of all the Trades, FAT A 
Who on their hats were wearing then 

Their red and blue cockades. 


This Trade, the van got of the reſt, 
This day to their renown; 

And juſtly of it were poſſeſs'd, 
Their colours bore the Crown. 


A pair of Compaſſes and Square, _ 
Upon them placed alſo, 1 - 
Which with exactneſs doth declare, 2 

About their work they go. 


Some figures on them did appear, 
The which did plainly ſhew, 


With them Sieve-wrights and Coopers were, 
Together joined too. 


The Motto plainly doth i import, 
Of this fraternity, 
That they each other ſhould exhort, 
To peace and unity. 


« 
non 


So many Wrights all here were join'd, 
And all in good array, 


They with no little ſplendor ſhin'd, 
While marching on the way. 


4 
* 


The Taylors next comes marching now, 
And on their colours green, 

Adam and Eve full to the view, 
Were clearlyto be ſeen. 


After they knew their nakedneſs, 
Expoſed by their ſins, 

He that them made, did them then dreſs, = 

And cloth with coats of ſkins, =_ 


Is it not rude that on this Trade, 
That any ſhould caſt blots, 

When our firſt parents maker made, 

Unto them their farlt coats. 


„ 


1 panded Siſſars they had here, 
Like thoſe with which they cut, 
The cloth which doth ſo neat appear, 

By them in order put. 


FF Thoſe of this Trade do work complete, 

. f by Their work their art it ſhows, 

Which is well ſeen upon the ſtreet, 
'On gentlemen and beaux. 


8 Thus they the grandees of the earth, 
EE And others too adorn, 

Por it is plain that at our birth, 

9 We are all naked born. 


Cockades they wore upon that day, 

Were like their colours green, 

And thus when marching on the way, 
Appear'd with graceful mien. 


Now comes the Craft dreſs'd to the life, 

© Whoſe Colours bore a Crown, 

There you might ſee the Cutting -kniſe, 
A little lower down. 


The memory of their antient Trade, 
JI 0 keep it ill in fame, 
Upon their hats they alſo had 

The figure of the ſame. 


Two Corporations of the ſame, 
Together were combin'd, 
And they as one that day became, 
By Union cloſely join'd. 


Their Colours in two ſtandards ſeen, 
Did ſuch an air diſplay, 

They look'd as grand as it had been 
Their Criſpianus' day. 


This Trade is of great uſefulneſs, 
Por none are cloth'd complete, 
EE However richly they do dreſs, 

©. Without ſhoes on their feet, 
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The Bakers brave do now appear, 
W hoſe colours ſhow their trade, 

Both rich and poor, its very clear, 
They all by bread are fed. 


Two Hinds upon their Colours plac'd, 
Did make appearance fine, 

And theſe two, one another fac'd, 
As ſtraight as on a line. 


Theſe creatures might be placed there, 
And with their arms unite, 
Becauſe they veniſon are rare, 
For pyes and baken meat. 


Spectators alſo might eſpy, 
Their Colours made appear, 

A thing that great congruity, 
Unto their Trade doth bear. 


A ſheaf of Wheat thence doth proceed, 
The flour ſo fair and fine, 

When once they bake it into bread, 
May ſerve a King to dine. 


Their Colours“ Motto as much ſays, 

What mercies them befal, 

That they unto their Maker's praiſe, 
Shall ſtill aſcribe them all. 


The orange coloured cockades, 
'The Bakers they did wear, 

And on hotſe-back thoſe jolly lads, 
Did very briſk appear. 


Next comes that very antient Trade, 
Which Gardeners we call : 
For Adam he theſe orders had, 

Or ever he did fall. 


When he was in the Garden plac'd, 

The ſcripture doth declare, 
That he was order'd for to dreſs, 
And keep it in repair, 


i 


This then would ſeem the only trade, 


In innocence employ'd, 


But Adam from his duty fled, 
And it ſhort while enjoy'd. 


They at this time had ſuch a flower, 
Of an extenſive height, 

It is difficult to be ſure, 
For to diſcribe it right. 


Of their own trade I aſked one, 
What name it ſhould receive, 

To call an imperial Crown, 
He me this anſwer made. 


There Adam was, and alſo Eve, 
And the forbidden tree, LS 
Spectators they might well preceive, 

And on their colours ſee, 


Green gilded leaves they then in place 
Of their' cockades did wear, 

They like their trades then in this caſe, 
Did to the view appear. 


The Weavers they do now appear, 
Who with variety 
Of curious work, do witneſs clear, 
Their ingenuity. | 


The rich, the poor, the high, the low, 
The peaſant and the peer, 

- Unto their art do greatly owe, 

The garments that they wear. 


There is ſomething ſaid of this trade, 
Writ in ſacred page, 
'They ſtill in honour ſhould be had, 
 Vato the lateſt age. | 


| What thing the divine architect, 
B Moſes them defir'd, 
- That they might do the ſame direQ, 
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And as that with a hand divine, 
Endued then were they, 


1s there not yet a gen'us fine, 
Among them to this day. 


Upon their colours did appear, 
The ſpotted Leopard's head, 
The ſhuttle in his teeth did bear, 
That flies with ſo much ſpeed. 


A Motto written was below, 

That ſays our days exceeds, 
The ſhuttle's ſwiftneſs, ev'n although - 
It flieth o'er the threads. 


Spectators might that day eſpy, 
Their ſtockings were all white, 
This piece of uniformity, : 
The eye did much delight. 


Cockades they had of fine light blue, 
That they were wearing then, 
And very well, unto the view, 


| Y Look'd theſe ingenious men. 


The Fleſhers came up in the rear, 
Wearing the bonnets blue, 
On which did their cockades appear, 

Compos'd of divers hue. 


In days of old our Scotiſh Kings, 
Blue bonnets they did wear, 
Oc *ete the ſlutch'd, or nooked things 

In faſhion did appear. 


So on this day the Fleſher lads, 
Mounted on ſtately ſteeds, 
Look'd very well with their cockadeg, 

In bonnets on their heads. 5 


Their colours were entirely new, 

Zaint Andrew's croſs thereon, 
On it and on their bonnets too, 

The ſame was plac'd upon. 
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That they might ſomewhat of their tradey 
Unto ſpectators ſhew, * 

Some Bullock-heads they alſo had, 
Plac'd on their colours too, 


Their Motto is a depth profound, 
Diſcover'd but by few, 

| Yet ſome there are that did expound 
Its meaning this to ſhew. 


Whate'er is in the ſhambles ſold, 
Of clean and wholeſome meat, 
"Ps buy the ſame you may behold, 
And of it freely eat. 


No queſtions now for conſcience ſake, 
Ye need for to enquire, . 

But freely now ye may partake, 
Of what ye do deſire. 


They all their horſes ſat vaſtly well, 
And kept a bridle-hand, 
Linke thoſe of riding who have ſkill, 

And can the horſe command. 


In fine, the Fleſhers, tho! that they 
Were ſtation'd in the rear, 


T bey did as briſk upon that day, 


As any trade appear. 


And he who Bailie was of late, 
This right did him befal, 

This place of honour for to get, 
To march in rear of all. 


There many one did longing wait, 

And near the park abide, 

To ſee them march out from its gate, 
Towards the water · ſide. 


Between the water and the maul, 


In all this grand arrays 
The Magiſtrates, the trades and all, 
To MUSSELBURGH made way. 
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And when they came into the Town, py 
| The ſound of ringing bells, 


Unto their honour and renown, 
It then their welcome tells. 


A ſword molt clear at this Town-end, 
Each from his ſcabbard drew, 

And with it naked in his hand, 

The town he marched through. 


Their colours made a ſplendid ſhow, 
Sweet ſounds their muſic rais'd, 

SpeCtators then were not a few, 
That ſtood and at them gaz'd. 


For, from the City here were found, | "Fs 
Great numbers did repair, _ 26 .. 
From the adjacent country round, 55 
Came crouds from every where. 


Tea, many one from divers parts, e EC 

Came here that day unbidden, - 22 

Full volunteers with joyfull hearts, | „ PI 
To ſee the marches ridden. 4 = 


Not only ſome on horſe and foot, 22 

But even in coaches too a „3 

Of gentlemen did here come out, Ye | . 
Like as to a review. ö 


The day for pleaſure was devout, 
When all both bound and free, 
Did to themſelves the time allot, 
A day of Jubilee. ; 


A lively landſcape to the eye, | # 
Now open'd ev'ry where, 
Which-ever trade we did eſpy, 

At riding of this fair, | 


While each of theſe did to the view, == 
Diſcloſe a diff rent ſcene, 

And each with objects ſomewhat new, 

Specdators entertain. 
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| Faftward, diſplaying all their pride, 
The Liaks they did ride theo . 
Their march not far from the ſea fide, 
Did to Weſt-pans purſue. 


"MN When there they had a circuit made, 
: 3 Around their property, | 
About unto the weſt they led, f Ix 
With banners lifted high. n 


By Pinkie-dike their march they made, 
Thro' Newbigging alſo. 44 
To Invereſk by the new road, © . 15 
With all their pomp and ſhow, 2 


A 8 of ſpecial note, 
As they his houſe paſt by, 
Out from his gate to them he got, 
That he might them eſpy; 


This perſon great, in office grand, 
As) he is ſtation'd here, 

O'er all the forces in Scotland, 
The chief command to bear. 


Their honours then, the trades and all, 
Of him did notice take, 
To him, as did of right befal, 
Firſt their obeiſance makes” 


This nobleman, long in their debt, 
Wanted not to remain, 
When with that meaſure they him met, 
Returned them again. 


And now the kirk they marched by, 
As weſtward from the ſame, 

There lay ſome of their property, 
That they by right could claim, 


The bell doth in the ſteeple ring, 
With lofty ſound and high, | +1 
n honour to them it did ring, | r 
As they were marching by. * 


Daownward from thence they rode but flow 
-. , Left ſome ſhould catch a fall. 
Ree bridge then rode along alſo, 
| The market Rreet and all, 


. 


My 


Weſtward they ſtill yet marched on, 
Before they came until 5 


: Magdalane-bridge, that's hard upon, 


nd nigh to Brunſtane-mill. 


Their weſtern point was near this arch. 


Eaſtward again they go. 
And now directly take their march 
Straight out thro? Fiſher-row. 


With all their uſual airs diſp:ay'd, 


With naked ſword in hand, 


| = SpeQators on the ſtreet array'd, 


In numbers great did ſtand. 
The preſs gang, they were lying here, 
When this parade down weut, - 
Who did with many joyful cheer, 
Them highly compliment. 
The trades then did not let them ſhow 
Theſe compliments in vain, 
But did their colours to them low, 
ln gratitude again, 


The water they rode thro' and then 


The mill-hill marched thro' ; 
Eaſt to the links, once more again, 
Their march is ended now. 


And all ia peace as they begen 
They did their march conclude z 

For even to a ſingle man 
Was no behaviour rude, 


The Baillies then to every trade 
Their compliments they gave, 


And did declare that they were glad 


They did ſo well behave. 


Then off the field did march, that they 
Might dine, and after ſpend 


What time remained of the day, 


With pleaſure to the end. 1 5 


2 


Upan their march the Baillies, who 


Took of each trade much care, 


When to an inn each trade did go, 


- 4 


The ſame took alſo therme. 
4 2 Yo 
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8 3 T A rey trade to view; , TIE 

IS 5 no trade did them beglee 8 

WE” Their gratitude to ſhow, | | 

. Then every trade ſelected ſome, 

And ordered that they EE - 

| Should to their Honours preſence come, 
Their due reſpecta to pay. 


Thie march, in ev'ry circumſtance, 
Is almoſt traced thro', 

I therefore will no more advance, 
But wiſhing, end it now. 


© May Musszravzcn, that honi 


town, 


| 

|. 

i; 

3 

D 

I Enjoying honour and renown | 

FA ory n of TROY fair. 45 

= Eo: > 1 

3 P. $. Of ev'ry cots were ſome (leet 

I "Theſe marches for to ride, 

| . on the road lay not direct, i : 
But on each diſtant ſide, , 


e with a ſpade earth penetrate, - 

To ſhow their property, pts 
| While thoſe aſide at ſeeing that 

Alt is our own did cry. 


- 


7 : WE by way if Inference, from the whole, 


What town can now with MusszLBUrGH compare, 
A Or ſhow ſuch grandeur riding at a fair. 

En EpixBuscH, our art metropolis, 
Has no proceſſion in the form of this. 


Their fine train bands do no ſuch figure cut, 
"Tis only a proceſſion upon foot. . 
'They only march along like infantry, 

We Lids like horſemen and commanders high, 
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Proſperity. e'er ſhare, . . 
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